
-PUBLIC NOTICE- 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

announces 
 

Richards Development Co. – Richards Pit (Seeley Lake Site) 
 

AMENDMENT TO EXTEND PERMIT CLOSURE 
 

 
The Department of Environmental Quality has received an application from Richards Development Company of 
Seeley Lake, Montana to extend the date of final reclamation of its permitted gravel mining site, located next to the 
Montana Department of Transportation maintenance facility on Highway 83, from the year 2030 to 2060, an 
additional 30 years.  The site is a 12-acre gravel pit located 3 miles south of Seeley Lake near the entrance of the 
Double Arrow Ranch at an approximate elevation of 4,000 feet mean sea level, in the NE4 of Section 14, Township 
16 North, Range 15 West, of Missoula County. 
 
The gravel pit sets next to a gravel crushing and stockpiling facility and a sales office, also operated by Richards 
Development Company.  This facility takes sand and gravel from the pit referenced here and the rock quarry 
adjacent to it as well as aggregate imported from other sites in the local area.  The processing facility is not a part of 
this mining permit. 
 
This extension would not increase the volume of material that can be removed from the site or the permit area, nor 
would any other changes be made to this mining permit.  The life of the mine would be extended, but all other 
aspects of the operation would remain the same. 
 
The Department has prepared a Supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed amendment.  An original EA 
was written for this permit in April 1994 and was supplemented in February 2004.  Copies of the application and other relevant 
documents are available from the DEQ at the addresses below.  The 2008 Supplemental EA, as well as the 1994 and 2004 
EA’s, is also available on the DEQ website at http://deq.mt.gov/ea/opencut.asp.  DEQ will accept written comments on this 
proposal until 5:00 P.M. on Friday, February 1, 2008.  You may e-mail your comments to rsamdahl@mt.gov or submit them 
by letter or fax to one of the addresses or fax numbers listed below. 
 

 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Industrial and Energy Minerals Bureau 

109 Cooperative Way, Suite 105 
Kalispell, MT 59901 

(406) 755-8985 or fax 755-8977 

Department of Environmental Quality 
Industrial and Energy Minerals Bureau 

1520 E. 6th Ave. 
Helena, MT 59601 

(406) 444-4970 or fax 444-1923 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Visit our general website at http://deq.mt.gov

http://deq.mt.gov/ea/opencut.asp
mailto:rsamdahl@mt.gov
http://deq.mt.gov/


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
OPENCUT MINING PROGRAM 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

January 18, 2008 
 
 

Proponent: Richards Development Company 
Site Name: Richards Pit 
Legal: S2 NE4 Section 14, T16N, R15W 
County: Missoula 
Permit #: 00524 
 
Type and Purpose of Action: The applicant has proposed to extend the date of final reclamation of this existing 
permitted site, located 3 miles south of Seeley Lake, from the year 2030 to 2060, an additional 30 years.  This 
extension would not increase the volume of material that can be removed from the site or the permit area, nor would 
any other changes be made to this mining permit.  The life of the mine would be extended, but all other aspects of 
the operation would remain the same.  The attached map below shows the existing boundaries of the permit and the 
approximate contours of the site at the time of final reclamation. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation:  It is expected that impacts associated with this proposal will mimic those 
identified in the original EA dated April 1994 and supplemented in February 2004.  These two documents can be 
found on our website at http://www.deq.mt.gov/ea/opencut.asp
 
Prepared By:  Rod Samdahl 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


